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Oak Ridge Kennel Club
est. 1944

Club News

Annual ORKC Members Meeting
and Pot Luck

in person Only, NO ZOOM, meeting at the Club,

Thursday, June 4th at 6:30-8:30pm.

Please RSVP and sign up for potluck items at the below link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49ADAD2EAQF49-64165776-
annual

The club will supply hamburgers and hot dogs, papergood of plates, bowls,
napkins, cups, and tableware.

Bring a chair, but leave the
dogs at home.

To show our support for
ORKC please dress in club
colors of red, white and
black! If you have a club t-
shirt, this is a great
opportunity to show it off...
and if you want a shirt,
they'll be available for sale at
the meeting for $20.

Although we will leave our pets at home for this meeting, please bring a picture
of your dog(s) or pets decked out in club colors. We'll take a vote on the most
creative/adorable, and award a prize to the winner!


mailto:morrissandy07@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49ADAD2EA0F49-64165776-annual
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49ADAD2EA0F49-64165776-annual

Up Coming Events

Great Smoky Mountain Cluster
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When:Sep 24, 2026 8:00 am
Where:

Tri-State Exhibition Center
200 Natures Trail SW
McDonald, TN 37353

TVKC - Sept 24 & 26

ORKC — Sept 25 & 27

4 days, Sept 24-27, 2026.
All Breed Conformation Shows, NOHS, 4-6 Month Puppy and Pee
Wee

Obedience and Rally Trials

When:Nov 7, 2026 8:00 am
Where:

Ultimutt Knoxville

11225 Threadstone Ln
Knoxville, TN

Trials run Nov 7-8, 2026.

2 Rally trials and 1 Obedience trial on both Saturday and
Sunday.

Tracking Test - TDU

When:Nov 15, 2026 7:00 am
Where:

Oak Ridge Schools

304 New York Ave

Oak Ridge, TN

Opens Oct 1, 2026.
Premium to come.
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"Wren", completed her RACH at the TVKC on April 19, 2026! Thank you to Judge Bonnie
Hornfisher!  Bred and Owned By Terry Albert and Catherine Talbert

Chattanooga scent trial Brandy got her elite
title with 14 Qualifying scores -
Linda Wolfenbarger

Brandy finished all 4 Novice Elements
at the ORKC Scent trial in Knoxville this weekend.
Thanks so much for the Great advice and training from
the ORKC and Brandys special friend Denise Davis.



Il Brags, Brags, and More Brags !!!

Harrison earned three High in Trial Placements at the ORKC Scent Work Trial held
on May 2-3, 2026. The venue was excellent, and the event went off very smoothly
due to the dedicated efforts of Susan and Lisa Varrasso, and all the volunteer
workers.

A special thank you goes to Ashley Miller for the beautiful Ceramic Trays with the

ORKC Logo. It will be a lovely memory of a fun time!

Harrison is owned and much loved by Tom and Karen Orr.
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Barnwood SCN SIN SBN SEN. Harper (Cardigan Welsh Corgi) had a
Thank you Bonnie Farrow-Money for this wonderful time at CWCCA National
amazing little girl. Specialty in Kingsport TN. She

competed in Scent Work and came
away with a High in Trial Advanced in
Trial 2. 1 am so proud of this amazing
little girl! Thank you to everyone at
ORKC for the Scent work classes.
Harper and Ticket are now working on

their herding skills.




Scent Work Trials

On the weekend of May 2-3, 2026, ORKC
hosted 4 scent work trials at Ultimutt
Knoxville. There were lots of familiar faces
and many new ones that attended. With a
s(‘ft‘(\ total of 583 entries, the trials filled. Both days

moved very well thanks to the many

volunteers who managed the events. We had
a 70% pass rate and awarded a total of 60-65 new titles. The
weather was pleasant and the weekend was very successful. We
can’t wait to do it all again!




Scent Work Trials

Volunteers Cheryl Kienast, Lisa Varrasso, and Ashley Miller (also Trial
Secretary) at day before setup (Fri).
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Julie Burns and beagle Squeegee; Susan Sinatro, husband Greg, and Gracie, and;
Carol Jeffery (volunteer and competitor) and; Demo dog Tucker handled by Lisa
Varrasso, alerting on Interior hide; Alice Andrews (also volunteer) in line to compete




Scent Work Trials
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-Volunteer Lunch Day 1; Susan Varrasso (Trial Chair) with Sharon, volunteer at Interior
staging board; Ashley Miller (Trial Secretary, doing her thing), Me-Julie, photographer
and volunteer with competitors club member Lisa Wood and Chili; volunteer Steward
Lorrie Johnson and Joe Johnson, and Steward Greg Lonas; Ribbon room volunteers Kathy
Ambrose and Alice Andrews; Volunteer Cheryl Kienast at Buried staging; Steward Lisa
Varrasso welcoming competitor into Interior search door; Volunteer Karen Orr at staging

board



ORKC represents
at Central
Kentucky Herding
Group Club
(CKHGC) May
30-31 AKC scent
work trial at East
Hardin Middle
School in Glendale,
KY. Pictured from
left to right
are...Sandy Hun &
Koda, Lisa Wood
& Chili, Susan
Varrasso &
Gemma, Lorrie
Johnson &
Sammie, Lisa
Varrasso & Tucker,
Kathy Ambrose &
Stormy, Karen and
Tom Orr &
Harrison.




Nothing to Brag About???

Maybe you're like me, and at the moment have nothing to brag about. In fact my
recent experience at Obedience Trials have been a lesson in humiliation! | am not
super competitive, with my first two dogs, | was always happy to just have a
passing score. Now I'm questioning why | continue to even try. But as they say,"
try, try again". "If you think you can you can, if you think you can't, you can't." But
it's not just me, right, it's my dog.

My dog is pretty smart, and learns quickly. She has been
attending training since 10 weeks old, and has her

Beginning Novice and Advanced Rally titles. But since .
moving up to Novice it's been one NQ after another.

Like many of you, my dog does well at training class and has &
performed the exercises correctly in run throughs. But where is that dog 'vmen I
get to the show? Will she ever be able to stay focused on me, instead of what's
happening outside the ring, or running around to smell the floor matts?

I'm sharing a few articles I've found. They're interesting and somewhat helpful.
But, the gosh darn truth, it's just going to take more work, more training with
more distractions, more learning to focus and behave in new situations.

We are so very lucky to have wonderful trainers to work with at ORKC, big "KUDOS"
to those that volunteer their time and talents to help us train our dogs and coach

us handlers.

Every dog teaches us something new about ourselves. | haven't given up hope yet.
| can be as stubborn as my dog, so back to the basics and then beyond.

You don't have to earn a title to brag about the Dog you love. Send in your photo
and brag for the Woofer, tell us how your dog adds to your life!

Enjoy these articles.

https://www.tandemdogsports.com/post/my-dog-can-t-stop-sniffing-in-a-trial

https://www.tandemdogsports.com/post/why-dogs-fall-apart-in-trials—-part-2

https://www.obedienceroad.com/blog/never-waste-a-failure
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