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Club News

August 6th Meeting in Person Only Meeting Vote for
AKC Delegate.

You must be Present to VOTE!

We must have a quorum of members present to vote (33 full club
members); Members will vote via secret ballot (anonymously) and
the results will be reported to the AKC.

As many of you know, we (ORKC) were recently voted in as an
AKC member club. With this designation, the Club is now afforded
the ability to have a Club member represent ORKC as an AKC
Delegate.

For more info on Delegates: https://images.akc.org/pdf/about/
delegate_importance.pdf and _https://www.akc.org/clubs-
delegates/delegates/

We have three members who have been nominated to run for the
position: Gregg Lonas, Jeanette Saproni, Mary Sonner.
They will serve in this capacity for a minimum of three (3) years.

The delegate will attend the Quarterly ( March, June, September,
December) meetings with the other Club Delegates and AKC
Board of Directors. (Three meetings will be held in New Jersey and
the fourth meeting of the year is held during the week of the Royal
Canin National Shows in Orlando, Florida). Meetings are
Mondays and Tuesdays. Most delegates arrive Sunday evening and
leave Tuesday afternoons.
The Club (ORKC) will pay for the following:

»  Transportation to and from the meetings

* Hotel

e  $50 daily per diem to be used for food

If you have questions or need more information , please contact
JeannelLove Ferguson, Secretary at labsnbcs4me@gmail.com
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Members Running for AKC Delegate

Gregg Lonas Bio:

The Oak Ridge Kennel Club (ORKC) was recently approved as an American Kennel Club
(AKC) Member Club. Being a Member Club affords the ORKC a place at the table as the
AKC evolves. As a proven consensus builder, | want to be your ears and voice.

My Professional Career:

| am retired with 30 years federal service with the United States Army and United States
Postal Service.

United States Army 1989 to 1995, combat veteran, earned 21 medals and badges from
two different Branches and three countries.

My family was the Volunteer Family of the year for the European Theater in 1995.
United States Postal Service (1998 to 2022, Supervisor Distributions, Supervisor
Customer Service, Manager Customer Services, Postmaster, Safety Officer, Auditor,
Dispute Resolution Team member. | was responsible for 184 Post Offices, monitoring
customer service performance and budgeting. As a member of the Dispute Resolution
Team, | resolved complaints, grievances and assisted in pre-arbitration.

The first and only Manager to receive the USPS Chief Marketing Award, a service wide
award.

Community Activist:

| have spoken to Tennessee Legislators, Knox County Schoolboard Knox County
Commission and Knoxville City Council by N T :
resulting in two new schools, a red light
installed, resignation of a felonious schoolboard &3
member, and a resolution to change the Knox
County Charter which passed on a public
referendum vote.

My experience in the Dog Community:

My original breed is the Newfoundland, =
followed by Cardigan Welsh Corgis. | have bred
AKC titled dogs in Agility, Rally, Conformation, &
Herding, Therapy, Farm Dog, Scent Work,
Trick Dog, Fit Dog, Temperament, Fast cat,
and the CGC series. Additionally achieved
awards from my respective National Breed
Clubs for Versatility Excellence, Champion of
the Heart for Therapy, Drafting, Heroic
Newfoundland of the year, and Rally Dog
Breeder of the year. Also ranked top 10 for the
AKC National Owner Handled Series in both
breeds.




Other Dogs Related Accomplishments:

Licensed AKC Judge for ATT, Farm Dog, Fetch and currently apprenticing to be a Scent
work Judge.

AKC Evaluator, STAR puppy and FIT Dog instructor.

University of Tennessee (HABIT) Therapy Dog Evaluator and Handler

Coached the #1 AKC Newfoundland Junior Handler for 2023

AKC Sportsmanship Award 2025

Southeastern Newfoundland Club, Patti Sutherland Community Service Award 2021 &
2022, Mary Ann Barnhill Good Sportsmanship and Character Award 2018

Memberships and Roles

Newfoundland Club of America: Regional Club Specialty Trophy Chair, Safety Officer and
Water Test Boat Steward, Draft Test Secretary

Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club Of America: Duck and Sheep Handler for Herding Tests,
Scent Work Steward.

Southeastern Newfoundland Club: Board member, Junior Coordinator, Fundraising,
Treasurer, Constitution and By-laws Committee (familiar with Roberts Rules of Order).
East Tennessee Working Dog Association: Founding Member and Safety Officer (passed
an inspection by the AKC Representative).

Oak Ridge Kennel Club: Scent Work Committee and Trial Volunteer including Sniff and
Go fundraising events.

Tennessee Valley Kennel Club: Board Member, Membership Chair, Conformation
Committee, Bench Committee, Fit Dog Club Organizer.

Smoky Mountain Cluster: Show Committee, Safety Officer and Assistant Grounds
Coordinator.

Volunteer Vizsla Club Of Tennessee: Safety and Show Grounds Coordinator.
Southeastern Newfoundland Club: Water Dog Rescue Instructor.

Oak Ridge Kennel Club: Scheduled to Judge for ATT and/or Fetch

Tennessee Valley Kennel Club: Conformation Instructor. Judged Fetch, Farm Dog and
ATT, hosted several Fit Dog events.

Mini Bull Terrier Club Of America: Judged ATT

What can you expect from me as your Delegate?

A long-term commitment to represent and serve the ORKC

| will attend and participate in the Delegate Meetings

I will report in a timely manner on the actions taken at Delegate Meetings

| will present actions/issues that will come before future Delegate Meetings
When applicable, will vote as directed by the ORKC.

Thank you for your consideration,
Gregg Lonas

865-455-2215



Members Running for AKC Delegate

Jeanette Saproni Bio:

My professional background is Medical Technology ASCP. | have had the pleasure to serve in the
laboratory in many roles. Before I relocated to TN 8 1/2 years ago | was the Blood Bank and
evening shift Supervisor for 2 hospitals. | have also worked in Pharmaceutical and Analytical
Chemistry research . Along with another female we were the first female EMTSs to ride for
Pennington Road Fire Company in NJ. | became involved in Holistic Medicine 30 years ago learning
herbal alternatives and homeopathy then adding Canine Massage and Reiki. | live with 12 Siberian
Huskies, 7 of them are 12 to 13 1/2 in age and a stray cat who adopted me. | have always been
active in rescue and was one of the founders of Delaware Valley Siberian Husky Rescue and the
Siberian Husky Health Foundation which along with Texas A&U performed a statically significant
survey for the health issues present in our breed.

| was raised in a family that loved all animals from dogs, cats, parakeets and canaries to
cows and chickens. | obtained my first pure breed Siberian Husky in 1991 and began
showing in Conformation. 35 years later, under the kennel name of North Node, | have
been blessed to produce over 35 Champions with a small breeding program including
BISS winners, Group placing, Award of Merits at the National, best bred by at National, a
BOB bitch at Nationals, multiple Owner Handler Best in Show and Reserve Owner Handler
Best in Show and Judged Veterans at our National. | have also shown and finished
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Australian Shepherds and Border Collies. | have served as a
Board Member of Speciality and all breed clubs and as a Board Member for Siberian
Husky club of America. | coordinated Health Seminars for our National club and also was
asked to speak on holistic subjects. | am presently the Treasurer for The Siberian Husky
Club of Middle Tennessee and have become active in Rally so far putting 2 titles on one of
my girls and training 2 more. | also enjoy stewarding for breed shows and Rally.

Through active involvement in the AKC and experience in people management, | have
developed a deep commitment to preserving breed purity and upholding the sport’s
integrity, making me a strong candidate. | would be honored to represent the Oak Ridge
Kennel Club as an AKC Delegate to bring them your request and opinions.

Respectfully submitted

Jeanette Saproni MT ASCP

North Node Siberians

Songbird Reiki for all God's creatures

Canine Massage Educator

Delaware Valley Siberian Husky Rescue

AKC Breeder of Merit

Member:

Siberian Husky Club of America , Siberian Husky Club of Middle Tennessee
Siberian Husky Club of Greater Greenville

Oak Ridge Kennel Club



Members Running for AKC Delegate

Mary Sonner Bio:

Bio of Mary Sonner for the ORKC Delegate position to the American Kennel Club

I am honored to be nominated for the ORKC Delegate to the American Kennel Club and thank
you for your consideration in the future election. This position as Delegate would give me the
opportunity to further promote ORKC, and promote my love for dogs and dog sports through
the AKC organization and its administration.

I have loved and enjoyed my involvement with ORKC since becoming a member in 2022. | have
now served twice as a Board member and once as Vice President. | am in my second year of
teaching Beginning Obedience | (Household Maners) and have received very good evaluations
from my students. | am pursuing the CGC (Canine Good Citizen) and Trick dog Evaluator. |
came to ORKC after retiring with plans to just enjoy activities and playing with my Shelties,
however the Agility instructors and classmates have been so supportive that I now have Storm
at Master level agility and his daughter, Jazz starting Excellent level agility. | have participated
in Fast Cat and Coursing thanks to a friend’s dog Beaux. | enjoy Barn Hunt, Obedience, Rally,
Scent Work and all dog sports.

ORKC has become a major enjoyment in my life. I show my commitment to the club by
attending all membership and board meetings except 1 or 2 in the four years as a member. |
suggested and carried out the first Volunteer Coordinator for the Smoky Mountain Cluster in
which we had over 160 volunteers. | am organized, | listen to the needs, and flexible enough
that the 2 nd year only 100 volunteers were needed. Currently, | am the VVolunteer Coordinator,
Trophy Coordinator, and bringing Dock diving to the Cluster. As a Volunteer Coordinator, | feel
like I promote a positive and team environment between TVKC and ORKC. | also was responsible
for the first Volunteer Appreciation Pizza Party celebrating the volunteers for the year in both
ORKC and TVKC. The Volunteer Coordinator also provided me with an opportunity to introduce
myself, and promote involvement of the ORKC membership. I continue to promote to the old
and new members to become involved by seeking mentoring opportunities and assisting with
the Training, Administration, Treasurer, and VVolunteer Coordinator area. | have tried to serve
ORKC by even organizing and cleaning the office and storage areas, volunteering to help in
trials, and helping on special projects as needed.

As for my past life before ORKC, I realize that | have less experience in showing and breeding
compared to others at ORKC. At a very young age, | trained, groomed and showed. My father
passed away when | was 6 years old and my mother had to work. My babysitter, who I spent 8-
12 hours a day with, owned a Cocker Spaniel Kennel. I cleaned, groomed dogs, and trained on
almost a daily basis. | showed “Biggs Snow Bank’ to his Championship. I also

handled a Grand Champion and a Champion Dandy DiemontTerrier. | also traveled with my
babysitter to assist with grooming other people’s dogs. As my life progressed, | have never been
without a companion for more than 3-6 months with owning a Pomeranian, Irish setter,
American Eskimo Dog and many Shelties.



I have received a degree in Animal Physiology from Purdue, completed Pre-Vet in Indiana, and
started a Master degree with research in Oxygen Toxicity of the Nervous System. | am retired
with over 25 years as Vice President and Director of Human Resources in areas of retail, finance
and hospitality. | have managed up to 650 employees and numerous special projects such as
bringing “Project SEARCH?” to Sevier County. “Project SEARCH?” is an organization helping
special- needs high schoolers to learn and acquirer employment as well as teaching “life skills”
for independent living. Understanding the business and finance obligations of an organization
like ORKC and AKC along with my ability to network with people, being a liaison between
organizations, and bringing forth the needs and influencing the objectives for ORKC are very
similar to what I have accomplished in my business career.

After this long bio, I just want to show my enthusiasm for the Delegate position because | am
very passionate about the future of pure-bred breeds and companion dogs, along with their
activities and sports. | have concerns about the decline in the past 2 years or so of the AKC
pure-bred registration and also about the future of dog sports. | have researched the Delegate
position in the AKC website, | have been talking with individuals about its responsibilities, and
I’ve talked with members of ORKC and the dog community in general about their wants, needs
and what is important to them as dog owners. This position is representing ORKC as a member
club, ORKC membership, and the AKC administration. I am not much and | may not have as
much experience in dog showing and breeding then some, however | have the commitment, |
have the willingness to represent ORKC in a positive manner, and | have the ability to bring AKC
organizational communications back to ORKC and to carry out the Delegate responsibilities for
many future years.

Presidents Message

Our Delegate is our liaison to the American Kennel Club. Please consider carefully who that person
representing us will be.

The Board of Directors has determined the following are exceptional candidates. And youl had the
opportunity to meet them at our July 2nd meeting.

Our Delegate is required to attend AKC Delegate Meetings four times a year, in March, June, and
September in New Jersey, and in December in Orlando, Florida to represent Oak Ridge Kennel
Club, Inc.

To compensate our Delegate, our Club will be paying airfare, hotel and a daily stipend toward other
expenses.

At our August meeting, which will be “in-person” only, each member will obtain his/her ballot to be
placed in the ballot box during the attendance roll call. This is a secret ballot, therefore there will be
no identification on the ballot except the names of the candidates and your indicated selection.

Please vote for only one candidate or your ballot will not be counted,

A committee of the three Board Members will count the votes and notify the membership of your
selection. Richella



Club News

Vicki Lynn Williams passed away leaving behind
a legacy of compassion, creativity, and
unwavering devotion to animals, family, and
friends. Her kindness, generous spirit, and
determination touched countless lives and will be
remembered for years to come.

Born on October 24, 1968, Vicki was the
cherished daughter of the late Joseph Edward
Harrison and Linda Harrison, who preceded her
in death. She shared a loving marriage with her
devoted husband, Marvin Williams, whose
steadfast love and companionship were a
constant source of strength and happiness
throughout their years together.

ViCki Lynn Wi"iams For nearly a decade, Vicki proudly served as the

Oct 24,1968 — Jun 29, 2026 Director of the Monroe C_ounty Animal Shelter,
where she became a passionate advocate for
abandoned, neglected, and homeless animals.

Through her leadership, dedication, and tireless efforts, she helped countless animals find loving homes
while educating the community about responsible pet ownership and animal welfare. Her compassion
changed lives-both human and animal-and left a lasting mark on Monroe County.

Outside of her professional life, Vicki was widely respected in the dog community for her dedication to
the Azawakh, a rare sighthound breed originating in West Africa. She devoted years to promoting,
preserving, and educating others about the breed and was among those whose efforts helped pave the
way for the Azawakh to achieve full recognition by the American Kennel Club. Following that
milestone, Vicki proudly represented the breed at the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, a
moment that reflected years of passion, perseverance, and commitment to preserving one of the world's
most unique dog breeds. Her beloved Azawakh, Obi, and her faithful Chihuahua, Bink, were treasured
companions and constant reminders of the joy she found in animals.

Registration for new Class Session

August/September 2026

Class Schedule

Member registration begins July 12th

Non-member registration begins July 19th

Registration closes July 26th

Payment due upon receipt of invoice

Classes start Monday August 10+ and end September 19th
EXCEPT AS NOTED BELOW.

Please register at: https://www.jotform.com/261013546199054



Up Coming Events W

Therapy Dogs and Crisis Response
K-9s

When:Jul 27, 2026 5:00 pm
Where:

Oak Ridge Kennel Club
Presented by Bob and Cindy
Boddy.

Event held by the Tennessee
Australian Shepherd Club. 2 AN
Members of Oak Ridge Kennel Club are invited to attend. Please
see flyer for details.

Y 3 N

ATT, Trick Dog and Fetch Tests

When:Aug 8, 2026 9:00 am
Where:

Oak Ridge Kennel Club
This event will include 2 AKC Temperament tests,
Fetch

test and an AKC Trick test for Novice
Intermediate.

Trick Dog flyer

AKC Temperament Test Premium
AKC Fetch Premium



https://orkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Upcoming-Educational-Event-2026-revised.pdf
https://orkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Trick-Flyer.pdf
https://orkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Oak-Ridge-ATT.pdf
https://orkc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Cindis-Fetch-Premium-8_8_26.pdf

Up Coming Events

Great Smoky Mountain Cluster
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When:Sep 24, 2026 8:00 am
Where:

Tri-State Exhibition Center
200 Natures Trail SW
McDonald, TN 37353

TVKC - Sept 24 & 26

ORKC — Sept 25 & 27

4 days, Sept 24-27, 2026.
All Breed Conformation Shows, NOHS, 4-6 Month Puppy and Pee
Wee

NLAX MM

Obedience and

Rally Trials | |

Sit
When:Nov 7, 2026 8:00 am
Where: Down
Ultimutt Knoxville
11225 Threadstone Ln
Knoxville, TN
Trials run Nov 7-8, 2026.
2 Rally trials and 1 Obedience trial on both Saturday and
Sunday.




Up Coming Events

Tracking Test -
TDU

When:Nov 15, 2026 7:00 am
Where:

Oak Ridge Schools

304 New York Ave

Oak Ridge, TN

Opens Oct 1, 2026.
Premium to come.

Volunteer Opportunity

Oak Ridge Kennel Club will be holding a Family dog event on Saturday,
August 8, 2026. This event will include 2 AKC Temperament tests, a Fetch
test and an AKC Trick test for Novice and Intermediate.

AKC Novice Trick Dog (TKN)- Your dog performs 10 skills from the Novice
list but if a dog has a Canine Good Citizen (CGC) certificate or title on record
at AKC, it can do 5 Novice tricks (CGC + 5) to earn the Novice title.

AKC Intermediate Trick Dog (TKI) — Your dog must have the Novice title,
plus perform 10 Intermediate tricks.

We may need a few more volunteers to bring all this together. Becky is the person to
contact

if you are interested in volunteering. She is also the contact if you have questions
about

the Fetch Test. Email her at handstripped@aol.com

Many club members volunteer at the Smoky Mtn. Cluster in the fall but remember it is
not

being held in Knoxville this year so, unless you plan to travel to McDonald to help
with the

show and get your hours in, this may be your last chance this year to get your volunteer
hours in

at the Club grounds in Oak Ridge.



June Annual Pot Luck

Thank you to all our members for attending the annual meeting.
Congratulations to our new officers and board members. Thank
you for your service to Oak Ridge Kennel Club, providing
members and the community with training and competitions in
AKC events. Great opportunity to meet many of you in person.
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Il Brags, Brags, and More Brags !!!

| wanted to submit a brag for myself and Kahlua .. for a dog that hates swimming ..
and an owner who had her kneecaps replaced.. we competed in the One World
Canine Obstacle Run in Anniston, Alabama on 16 May 2026 .. and we managed to

finish the 5 mile, 41 plus obstacle run!

She also learned herding for the first time on May 23rd the following week and she
was awesome ! Debora Doney




Il Brags, Brags, and More Brags !!!

Ashland’s Southern Grace at Tenasi (Gracie-Jo) had
a wonderful weekend at the Virginia Adventure
Cluster in Fisherville, VA in June. She earned first

( Lst) in her class ( 6-9 mo bitches) all three days, a
Reserve Winners Bitch ( Friday) and Winners Bitch
( Sunday) , earning her first Championship point at
just 6 months old & a BOB NOHS.

She additionally completed her Puppy of
Achievement Certificate at the Fisherville Shows.

During her BPup shows, she earned a BIS 4-6 mo
puppy, Reserve BIS 4-6 mo puppy, BOSS 4-6 mo
puppy, 4 Group 1 & a Group 3 placements.

She recently earned her STAR puppy & Trick Dog
Novice Titles.

Gracie-Jo is owned by JeannelLove Ferguson and co-
owned by Teresa L. Gordy-Brown, Ashland

Labrador Retrievers.




Harrison had a fantastic first weekend
in the Scent Work Detective Class at
the Central Kentucky Herding Group
Trial in Glendale, KY, in May. He
successfully passed three out of his
four runs, and took first place in his
final run! He also earned his
Advanced Elite title! Harrison is
owned and loved by Tom and Karen
Orr.

1! Brags, Brags, and More Brags !!!
2. "T_":‘ V. A ‘yf; ’f‘t

Buy, Sell, Trade, or Give Away

42X27X30 black wire dog crate. 2 doors, foldable, plastic pan. Like new.
$35

30X19X21 black wire dog crate. 2 doors, foldable, plastic pan. Like new.
$25

2-36” black wire X-pens with door. $30 each or 2 for $50.

Contact info:
Sandy Morris
803-246-9955

morrissandy07@yahoo.com
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The Woofer:

Please send those show brags,
volunteer opportunities, up coming
events, buy-sell-trade and other
items of interest to share, to me,
Deanna,

at 4woofernews@gmail.com for
the next newsletter.

New Members

Please introduce yourself and your dog(s) here on the Woofer.
Send me a short bio and photo so that club members can
welcome you, and get to know a little about you.

send to me Deanna Leveque, at 4woofernews@gmail.com along

with your brags.
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